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CLAYDON, Joseph Stanley, M.M. 
 

Private, 326290  
1st Battalion, Cambridgeshire Regiment 
Place of Birth: Haverhill 
Date of death: Thursday, 15th November 1917 
Killed in Action  
Memorial: Tyne Cot 
Theatre of War: France & Flanders 
Aged 19 years 
 
Joseph Stanley Claydon, or Stanley as he was known, was the son of silk weavers 
Warren and Alma Claydon nee Page. Warren’s family came from Sturmer. In 1876 
Warren married Alma Page and by 1881, the couple were living with their three 
children at 4 Keebles Yard, a small cottage just off Queens Street. They remained 
there for some twenty years whilst their family continued to grow with nine surviving 
children: five sons and four daughters.  Stanley was their youngest child who was 
born on 29th March 1897 at the family home in Keeble’s Yard. Around the turn of the 
century they moved to 46 Duddery Road.  One of their daughters followed them into 
the textile industry, as did their eldest son for a time.  The family was to move again, 

this time to 17 Hamlet Road but by 
1911 the family were living at 38 High 
Street and Warren was a jobbing 
gardener at this time. Stanley then 
aged 14 years would have been about 
to start work. His mother’s name 
recalled a battle in an earlier conflict, 
the Crimean War, which ended in the 
year of her birth.  Tragically, she and 
Warren would lose their two youngest 
sons, William and Stanley in a much 
greater conflict. 
 

Keebles Yard (top left hand corner) with Camps Road in the foreground 

 
Stanley volunteered for the 1st Battalion Cambridgeshire Regiment early in the war, 
probably in the spring of 1915, as he arrived in France on 10th October that year.  By 
July 1916 he was in action on the Somme, fighting alongside his brother William, a 
Private in the same battalion. William died of wounds on 22nd September and Stanley 
had stood beside his brother’s grave.  
 
The following year the Cambridgeshires took part in the Battles of Pilkem Ridge, 
Langemarck, Polygon Wood and Passchendaele.  Only days after the ‘official’ end of 
the last of these, Stanley, by now promoted to Lance Corporal, was killed by shellfire, 
the commonest cause of violent death during the war.   
 
He died on 15th November 1917, and on 8th December the South West Suffolk Echo 
published this letter to Stanley’s parents from his captain:  
 

It is with deepest regret that I write to inform you of the death in action 
of your son, No. 326290 Lance-corpl. J. S. Claydon.  He was in charge 
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of a Lewis Gun team in the front line when the enemy opened a heavy 
bombardment on our trenches.  A shell landed right in the post held by 
your son and his men, killing many, of whom your son was 
unfortunately one.  We buried him and a wooden cross bearing his 
name, number and regiment has been erected above his grave.  He 
was a good soldier and would no doubt have risen in the ranks but for 
this misfortune.  Greatly liked and respected by both officers and men 
of his Company, his loss is deeply felt and mourned.  He died a 
soldierly death, bravely sticking to the post of duty regardless of 
danger.  May I, on behalf of all who knew him, offer my deepest 
sympathy and trust that you may be given strength to bear up under 
your great loss. 

 
Stanley’s courage in ‘sticking to the post of 
duty regardless of danger’ did not go 
unrecognised.  His name was published in 
the Supplement to the London Gazette of 
14th January, 1918 as one of the non-
commissioned officers and men who ‘the 
KING has been graciously pleased to 
approve of the award of the Military Medal 
for bravery in the field.’ 
 
The Echo duly announced this award on the 19th January.  It is to 
be hoped it was of some comfort to his grieving parents, sisters 
and remaining brothers. 
 
His entry in Du Ruvigny's Roll of Honour reads:  

 
CLAYDON, JOSEPH STANLEY, M.M., L-Corpl., No. 326290, 1st 
Battn. (Lewis Gun Section) The Cambridgeshire Regt.(T.F.), s of 
W.Claydon, of 17 Hamlet Road, Haverhill,co.Suffolk; b.Haverhill, co. 
Suffolk.29 March, 1897; educ.Board School there; joined the 1st 
Battn,The Cambridgeshire Regt 2 April ,1915; served with the 
Expeditionary Force in France and Flanders, and was killed in action 15 
Nov,1917. His Commanding Officer wrote: "He was a good soldier, and 
would have no doubt very shortly have risen in the ranks but for this 
misfortune. Greatly liked and respected by both officers and men of his 
company, his loss is most deeply felt and mourned. He died a soldier's 
death, bravely sticking to the post of duty regardless of danger. He was 
awarded the Military Medal for gallant and distinguished service in the 
field; unm. 
 

Stanley is commemorated on the Tyne 
Cot Memorial near Ypres, Belgium.  The 
Memorial forms the north-eastern 
boundary of Tyne Cot Cemetery, which 
was established around a captured 
blockhouse that had served as a 
dressing station.  He is one of the 11,956 
Commonwealth servicemen who are 
buried or commemorated there. 
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